To overcome the shortcomings of tradi-

tional stormwater basin designs, munici-

palities should...

* Naturalize existing basins under municipal
ownership.

* Revise ordinances to encourage naturalizing
basin plantings in all new detention basins.

* Educate landowners that maintain private
stormwater basins about naturalizing
techniques.

There are other methods to enhance
existing stormwater basins; when com-
bined with naturalizing techniques, they
can further improve water quality.

® Removing concrete low flow channels helps to

decrease water temperatures and allows for
more infiltration.

* Retrofitting or altering outlet structures so that
runoff from smaller storms is held in the basin
longer allows for further settling of pollutants.

* Adding sediment forebays to basins improves
water quality. These forebays collect debris
and other pollutants and allow easier
maintenance.
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