RHD Frequently Asked Questions

While the list below endeavors to answer the most common questions, please do not hesitate to

call the Township if you wish to get more information on this matter: 610-539-8020.

Who is RHD?

Resources for Human Development (RHD) is a national social services organization that
provides programs that specialize in helping individuals and families with complex needs. RHD
works with more than 35,000 individuals annually across 13 states, providing services covering
veterans transitioning back to civilian life, career counseling, addiction counseling, housing,
health care, education, community development, job training, social services, and creative arts

therapies. For more information, please visit their website, www.rhd.org.

What does RHD seek to do in Lower Providence?

RHD seeks to build a short-term supportive housing facility on the Eagleville Hospital property,
located on Eagleville Road.

What does RHD need from the Township?

Lower Providence’s zoning does not currently allow for this use on the Eagleville Hospital
property, so RHD is requesting that the Board of Supervisors amend the zoning ordinance, which
serves as local law, to permit this use on the property and provide specific regulations for its

operation.

What is short-term supportive housing?

Short-term supportive housing offers temporary housing to qualified and screened individuals,
enabling them to create a personalized plan for securing permanent housing. RHD's program
mandates that applicants meet strict eligibility criteria and actively engage in the program,
involving comprehensive case management. The primary objective is to transition individuals
out of the facility within 60 to 90 days. The RHD facility features efficiency-style apartments
and only extends invitations to residents who meet eligibility criteria. This facility will house
only planned residents admitted to the RHD program; there is no capacity for unplanned
residents to be housed temporarily to avoid cold or inclement weather.
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What is the process to change the zoning ordinance to allow for RHD’s facility?

To change a zoning ordinance, the Board of Supervisors must vote on a “text amendment”
outlining the specific modifications to the ordinance. Prior to voting on this amendment, the
Board is required to advertise the proposed changes, allowing the public to review, ask questions,
and provide input. The public is invited to share their input in writing, by phone, or during
scheduled Board Meetings.

The process for the proposed text amendment is as follows:
January 18, 2024: Board of Supervisors Meeting

e RHD publicly presents its supportive housing proposal.

e Board of Supervisors consider a vote to advertise the proposed text amendment
and schedule a public hearing pursuant to the requirements of the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Planning Code (MPC).

If the vote passes, the text amendment is advertised for a minimum period of 30 days,
during which it undergoes review by the Township Planning Commission and the

Montgomery County Planning Commission.
March 7, 2024: Board of Supervisors Meeting

e A public hearing will be held on the proposed text amendment.
e Either at the conclusion of the public hearing on March 7, or at its next scheduled
meeting on March 21, the Board of Supervisors will vote on the text amendment.

If the text amendment passes, RHD will proceed through applicable permitting and land
development processes, necessitating their own reviews and approvals.

However, should the text amendment fail to pass, RHD will not be permitted to construct and

operate their facility at this site.

How many people would RHD'’s facility accommodate at any one time?

The proposed text amendment would allow for no more than 60 beds in the facility.
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Why does RHD want to build this facility on the Eagleville Hospital Property?

The Eagleville Hospital property sits adjacent to County land housing the Coroner’s Office,
Archives Building, and County correctional facility. This convergence of essential services
makes it an attractive site for RHD. Additionally, RHD will be able to operate its programs
initially from an existing Eagleville Hospital building that is separate, disconnected from, and
unrelated to the Hospital’s core operational facilities. The availability of this vacant building will
provide RHD the ability to begin operating quickly while constructing a new permanent facility
on another portion of the property. Moreover, the Township's current zoning regulations more
closely align with the intended use of the facility at this site compared to alternative locations

within Lower Providence.

What are the eligibility criteria for RHD’s short-term supportive housing program?

RHD will prohibit admission of an individual who is currently engaging in, or, during a
reasonable time before the admission decision, has engaged in:

e Significant violent criminal activity,

e Subject to a registration requirement under a state sex offender registration program or
other sexual offenses,

e Other criminal activity that would threaten the health or safety of other residents, staff, or

community members.
Upon screening, individuals must agree to the following rules and regulations:

e No drugs, alcohol, or weapons will be permitted at the program or on the program
campus.

e No violence or threats of violence will be tolerated.

e Individuals must agree to the ability and willingness to live peacefully with neighbors,
respecting their rights to a safe and secure living environment and quiet enjoyment of the

premises.



